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A Word to a Honeſt Piet,” 


S there are Good and Bud of every ſort undek 
the Sun, and that of all Corruptions that of the 
Bf is the Worf, fo you mill percerve ( Gentlemen, * 

% I have not been wanting 10 do juſtice to your Cha- 

wo *-* vabters in the foll fol owing Appeal, which I have made 

againſt thoſe who are in all things your Reverſe. As 

*  1readily acknowledge the e Miniſters of the Goſpel: to 

, 4 2 744 nat only ufeful and 5 but 

- Iikewife repu 2 and venerable; fo I am the more 
free (tho no more than is ſtrictly "Guſt ) in my Cenſure 

TE thoſe who cbntribhute to bring em under Diſeſteem 
er and mhone I have ſo particularly deſcrib d 

from the 28th Page to the End, that there is no dan- 

Fer the one 75 be malen for the other by the 

meaneſ Capacity, I foreſee nevertheleſs the ſophiſt i= 
SN cal Evaſions of yours and my Adverſaries. I know the 
4e theyll male ef what they call my Panegyrict upon 

- -  Jolray' ard hy, 1 ConSTANTINE; and 
en Aready diverting my ſelf yyththeir uſual Topicks of 
. IM falſe and invidious Conſe as T hee Teck 
4 points to : ine ay ad { ther — 

in e. X20 < bb ai 
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Honeſt people 


AGAINST 


PRIESTS, 


"RP to addref my ſelf 
to you at this time, my 
ET, deareſt Countrymen and 
e on behalf 
2 the Proteſtant Religion 
and the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion, in defence of the Civil Magiſtrates 


and of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, againſt 


a ſet of ill. diſposd, mercenary, ſediti- 


ous, and 9 Perſons, who incei. 


B ſantiy 


„ 


2 An Appeal to Hoxtsr PROFILE 


are not wiſe Men, ſo I appeal in 


2 


ſantly labour to turn our pure Religion 

into Romiſh Superſtition, and our Legal 
Liberty into French Tyranny. I am far 
from ſtudying to gain upon your Affecti- 
ons by elaborate Periods, florid Expreſ- - 
ſions, or artful Colours, but ſhall keep all 
along to the modeſt and ſimple dreſs of 


Truth; fince the gawdy Trimmings of 


falſe Eloquence ſerve but, like the taw- 
dry Ornaments of other Proſtitutes, to 
dazle the Sight, or miſlead the Judgment. 


But without further Preamble or Apo- 


logy, as wicked People will always be Fa- 
vorers of wicked Prieſts, and that honeſt 
Prieſts will always be reverenc'd by ho- 
neſt People, 1b here I make a ſolemn Ap- 
peal to all honeſt People againſt thoſe 
wicked Prieſts, whoſe Doctrine and Prac- 
tice bring an unworthy Reflect ion, a laſt- 
ing Diſgrace, nay an inveterate Odium on 
the honeſt Prieſts, and conſequently on 
the whole Order: ſince tis a thing mani- 
feſt and undeniable, that the wicked Peo- 
ple themfelves have no real or well- 


1 for the Prieſts they ſo 
highly magnify, but merely as they ſerve 
to oppoſe and vilify thoſe others who pro- 
pagate Knowledge and Underſtanding, 
Goodneſs and Virtue, Peace and Modera- 


tion in the World. But as all honeſt Men 


Ferti- 


2 more - 


againſt Wicked PRIEST. 3 
particular manner to you that are diſ- 
cerning as well as juſt, whether among 
- great many well-meaning Men, Prieſt 
a0 Parſon are not become Words of 
contempt and reproach? by reaſon of 
the Scandal ariſing from the Conduct of 
ſuch, who in all things look as if they 
were {worn to act in oppoſition to their 
holy Profefion. This has been the bane 

of Chriſtianity from the beginning , and 
they are the Actings of ſome Clergymen 
at this time, that make ſo many, not only 
have an averſion to the whole Body, but 
even to call the Truthof our moſt excellent 
Religion in queſtion. To you efpecially, 
who are no leſs learned than wiſe and 
good, I freely appeal, whether ſome of 
the ten famous Heathen Perſecutions 
were not ſolely on a civil account, but 
not in the leaſt occafion*d by the ſpecula- 
tive Doctrines of Chriſtianity, which are 
neither dangerous nor deſtructive to any 
Government; and much leſs were w 
occaſion'd by the Chriſtian Morals,which 
all good Governments are intereſted to 
eſpouſe and encourage. No, no; they 
were the Emulation and Ambition of 
Chriſtian Prieſts, that made the Chriſtian 
Religion ſeem incompatible with all good 
Policy, in the eyes of thoſe who judg'd 
of it only bythe Prieſts that taught it, 
| SEE and 


4 An Appeal to HoxxSH PRO TIE ww 
and by the People that profeſs'd it. Power 
and Dominion were the Objects of the 


| firſt, Luxury and Licentiouſneſs the Prac- 
= tice of the laſt : for while the Prieſts, de- 


fi generating from their firſt Inſtitution, 
| were for ruling inſtead of inſtructing, 


for fleecing inſtead of feeding their Flocks, 
the People cou'd not of courſe but grow 
ignorant, and from ignorant become na- 
turally vicious. Tis a common miſtake 
that the Grandeur of the Clergy had its 
riſe from Co NS TAN TINE's Liberality, 
whereas they had among themſelves 
long before divided the World into Pro- 
vinces, and that the Dignity of Biſhops, 
Patriarchs, and ſuch like, was not only 
ſo reputable, but likewiſe ſo very lucra- 
tive, that the canvaſſing and conteſts a- 
bout their Elections occaſion'd unſpeak- 
able Animoſities and Diviſions, nay moſt 
barbarous Battery and Bloodſhed, to the 
ſtumbling of the Jews and the ſcandal of 
the Gentiles. The Competitors defam'd 
one another in the moſt opprobrious man- 
ner. No Artifice, tho ever ſo mean ; no 
Method, tho ever ſo unjuſt, were left un- 
eſſay'd to ſully each other's Reputation, 
either on the ſcore of Errors in Opinion, 
or Diſorders in Practice. If the People, 
who as yet were the Chuſers, had be- 
b liev d the half of what the Candidates fd , 
| 10 „ 
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againſt Wix RD PRIxsrs. 5 
of one another, they wou'd ſooner have 
been without any Biſhops at all, than have 
choſen ſuch profligate Wretches. But, 
poor Bubbles ! they were deeply engag'd 
in thoſe Quarrels themſelves, wherein 
their Paſſions had a much greater ſhare 
than their Underſtandings. Party, the 
honour of the Party, ſway'd all their Af- 
fections. Victory and Superiority were 
the only things contended for, and the 
loſing ſide did generally for all that ad- 
here to their Man, which 4 begot 
a Schiſm, as that begot a Hereſy: and 
this, in one word, this Emulation, I ſay, 
of the Clergy, is the real Source of all 
thoſe Hereſies, which make ſo bulky and 
black a Catalogue in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- 
ries; for VALENTINus Was not the onl 
Perſon, who, for being. refuſed a Bi- 
ſhoprick, became a Hereſiarch. Now, 
as theſe were ſtill the Emperor's Subjects, 
ſo he was frequently oblig'd to interpoſe, 
in order to remedy ſuch Abuſes, and to 
take care of the publick Peace. But the 
People, who had entirely given them- 
ſelves up to the conduct of the Clergy 
. (which the Superſtitious are always rea- 
Aier to obey than their Magiſtrates) de- 
clin'd yielding lawful Subjection to their 
Prince, as medling in Matters wherein he 
had nothing todo; the La ws of the Church 
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6 An Appeal to Hox RST PropLE 
being the Laws of God forſooth, and ſ@ 
not controulable by Man, as the Church 
was already taught to preach it ſelf in- 
dependent of the State. Hereupon the 

Emperors had recourſe at length to that 

Sword which the Magiftrate bears not 

in vain, to enforce gbedience to the Laws, 
and to puniſh the Seditious. This was 
immediately call'd a Perfecution, and of 
this nature were moſt of the ten Perſecu - 
tions commonly ſo ftiPd. Yes, Sirs ; 

_ theſe tumultuary Elections, this ſeditious 
adherence to Prieſts againſt the Magi- 
ſtrates, were the real Source of moſt Per- 
ſecutions; and for the truth of this I 
again appeal to all you that are read in 

Church Hiſtory : or if any doubts of the 

Matter ariſe in the Breaſts of you that are 

not, I offer my ſelf ready to prove ever 

particular in this charge by inconteſtable 

Authorities. Be pleas'd however not to 

= forget, that T only attributed the great- 

1 eſt part of the Per ſecutions to the con- 

[ duct of the wicked Prieſts: for I deny 

3 not that ſome were rais'd at the ſollici- 

tation of the Heathen Prieſts, becauſe 
their Altars were deſerted, and conſe- 
quently their Offerings diminiſh'd, by the 
preaching of the good Prieſts; who 


taught the People, that God was to be 
worſbjp'd in Spirit and in Truth, and eo 


/ 
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againſt WIcRRY PRIEsrs. 5 
be honout'd by a good Life, but not by 
Silver, Gold, or precious Stones, not 
profuſe Banquets, Pomp, or Shows. T 
were exaſperated likewiſe by the wicked 
Prieſts, from whoſe Condult they fore- 
faw a ſpe _ Alienation of their Reve- 
nues: and the truth of it is, that when 
by divers ſevere Proceedings they found 
themſelves unable to prevent this, the 
very fairly ſtruck in with the prevailing 
Party, reſolving to have their ſhare of 
what they cou'd not wholly engroſs. 
Thus they came into Chriſtianity unin« 
ſtructed, unedify'd, unſanctify'd, bring- 
ing over with them their falſe Notions of 
Philoſophy, which were quickly blended 
with the Chriſtian Belief. while the o- 
thers, proud of this Conqueſt, which they. 
wou'd by all means facilitate, kindly met 
**m hall Wa rudentially, that is to 
fay, com io y adopting their Cere- 
monies, Habits, Uſages, Diſtinctions, 
Titles, and above all their Revenues. 
This the Fathers are 16 far from den Ying, 
that they and their preſent Followers glo- 
ry in it, and call it ſanctifying unte the 
Lord the Spoils of the Helthen 5 
thoſe things now to a pious Uſe ( (ay 
they) which were formerly employ'd in 
the Service of the Devil. But this is not 
yet the worſt, ſince of old, as well as at 


chis 
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8 An Appeal to Ho NESfH PRO DIE 
this preſent time, the Ambition of the 
Clergy had not only corrupted, but even 
baniſh'd a large part of Chriſtianity out 
of the World, leaving indeed the Name, 
but perfectly deſtroying the thing. Not 
to mention any Particulars relating to the 
Rivalſhip of the five mighty Patriarchates 
of Jeruſalem, Antioch, Alexandria, Rome, 
 andConftantinople (which occaſion'd ſome- 
body to call the Church a five-headed 
Monſter) has not this Ambition termi- 
nated at laſt in the Univerſal Monarchy 
of the Pope? who exerciſes an intolerable 
Tyranny over the Conſciences of all his 
Subjects, whom he rigorouſly governs by 
his Lieutenants and Firitoal Militia, 
treating the Rebels to his Authority, 
where-ever he can come at them, with 
greater Cruelties than are reported of 
BusiRkIis or PRHALARISs. The Horſes of 
the one and the Bull of the other were 
not half ſo tremendous, as is the inhuman. 
Diabolical Tribunal of the Inquiſition. 
But to return to the Animadverſions of 
the ſecular Power ; of theſe Perſecutions 
on a merely Civil, but not at all on a 
Religious account, I ſhall only trouble 
you with two Inſtances, one before and 
another after CoNsTANTINE: and the 
two authentick Pieces I ſhall produce for 
my Youchers are extremely deſerving 
' a | | your 


_ againft Wicktd PrIesTs; 
your Conſideration. I earneſtly entreat 
you therefore, my honeſt Fellow-citizens, 
to read with attention the following E- 
dict for a Toleration of their Worſhip to 
the Chriſtians, granted by the Heathe 
Emperor MAxIMIAN. I cite it out of 
LAcTANT1us of the Deaths of the Per- 
ſecators, and the Toleration it ſelf will 
ſhow us the nature of the Perſecution, 


Among our other Cares (ſays his Im- 
perial 2 conſtantly exercis'd for 
the Profit and Advantage of the Common- 
wealth, one was to reduce all things to the 
Standard of the antient Laws and pub. 
lick er of the Romans; and in 
particular to oblige the Corpo, who had 
forſaken the Religion of their Fathers, to 
return to a better Mind. For we have ob- 
ſerv'd that they, by what Reaſons ſoever 
mov'd toit, have been guilty of the Wiffulneſs, 
and even Madneſs, of for —_ Inſti- 
tut ions enjoin d by the firſt Authors 4 their 
Seca, _ that, according to their different 
Humours and Fancies, they were framing 
new Laws by which they might govern 
themſelves, and were falling into Diviſions, 
and forming many ſeparate eAſſemblies, 
Upon this we gave out our Edifts, obliging - 
them to return back to their firſt Inſtituti- 


ene which hag parious Effects on many. But 
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10 AuAppeal to HontsT PropLE 

while great Numbers continwd ſtill firm 
to their new Rules, and as on the bye 
hand they did not * that Worſhip and 
De vot ion to the Gods that is dne, ſo on 
the other hand they did not adore the Gbd of 
the Chriſtians : We therefore having re. 
gard to all theſe things, and being mov'd 
by our princely Compaſſion, and our conſtant 
Cuſ;om of Gentleneſs towards all Men, 
have thought fit to extend with all readineſs 
this dur Grace even to the Chriſtians; and 
therefore we do not only ſuffer them to con- 
tinue in their Religion, but alſo to hold 
eAſſemblies for their Worſhip, provided al- 
ways that they do nothing therein contrary 
to our Government, By another Ordinance 
we will ſignify our Pleaſure to our Judges 
for their direction. In the means while we 
expect that the Chriſtians, in return to this 
our Indulgence, ſhall pray to their God for 
our Health, and for the Continnance of the 
Proſperity of the Commonwealth, as well as 


of their own : and ſo they may ſtill hope 


to enjoy our Protection in their reſpective 


Dwellings. 


It was not then, as you may plainly ſee; 
for adhering to the Tafieurions of CHRIST 
and his Apoſtles, which they are ſaid tohave , 
deſerted, and whereof in very deed they 
had miſerably perverted the ä 

| wy and 


„ 
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againſt Wieked PrIgsTs. II 
and Simplicity, that the Chriſtians were 
diſturb'd ; but for erecting an Imperium 
in Imperia, for framing new Laws, where- 
by they might govern themſelves inde- 
pendently of the Magiſtrate, and for fall- 
ing into numberleſs Diviſions and Sccts, 
to the diſtracting of the Multitude, and 
endangering of the publick Tranquility. 
Qn the contrary, provided they did no- 
thing repugnant to the Goyernment, they 
W were here permitted freely to own and 
exerciſe their Religion. And fo were 
they alſo before that time, as is honeſt] 
Witneſs'd by Eustzius, who records this 
very Edict (to give you a double Autho- 
rity for it) in the 17th Chapter of his 
8th Book of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. In the 
firſt Chapter bf this ſame Book he lays 
all the Blame of the Perſecution on the 
Chriſtians themſelves, who, he poſitive- 
ly ſays, had not only enjoy'd full Quiet 
and open Liberty before, but likewiſe 
ſhar'd in the Favour of the very Empe- 
rors, 'who were pleas'd to employ them 
in their Courts, and even to make them 
Governours of Provinces. ' He further 


WF owns: that their Biſhops and other Cler- 


& gy were reſpectfully treated, not only b 
private Perſons, but alſo by the oublick 
Magiſtrates, their Numbers and their 
Churches encreaſing every where. Ho 
en C 2 came 
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12 An Appeal to Hoxksr PxorLE 
came the Alteration then? From what 
Quarter, from what Cauſe did the Per- 
ſecution ariſe ? from the Belief or Preach- 
Ing of the Goſpel ? No. But when, ſays he, 
from too great a Liberty we fell into Supine- 
meſs and Negligence ,, when each began to 
envy and ſlander another, when we wag'd a 
ſort of Civil Mar among our ſelves, mutually 
wounding each other with Words, as with 
_ and S =_ m_ Do rant: 

ing againſt Biſhops, aud People, bei 
1 a a Fele, ae Seditis aud Tic 
multi; finally, when Hypocriſy and Deceit 
bad grown: to the higheſt pitch of Malice: 
: then the Divine Vengeance began at fir 
. with a gentle Hand, as it is wont, to cor- 
rect us a little, and to afflict us by de- 
grees; the State of the Church remaining yet 
entire, and the Congregations of the 2 
freely aſſembling: for the Perſecution was 
only begun upon thoſe Brethren that ſerv'd in 
the eArmy, But while we, being deſtitute 
of all Senſe, did not as much as think of Wl 
appeaſing the Deity, but rather, like unto 
bets who think Human Aﬀairs are 
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] beth added bow Crinns te ave alt; rows, 
4 cations ; while our Paſtors, deſpiſing the 
3 in mutual Contentions, ſtudying not hing but 
1 to encreaſe Strifes, Menaces, Emulation, 
4 7 
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againſt Wie RR PRIE STS. 13 
Hatred, and reciprocal Enmities, and with 
ll their Force claiming to themſelves the 
Superiority, as @ kind of Tyranny, then at 
latt, according to the Saying of JEREMIAH, 
The Lord cover'd the Daugh- x 
ter of Sion with a Cloud in Lament. z. x. 
his Anger, he caft down from  _ 
Heaven the Beauty Iſrael, and remem- 
ber'd not his Footftool in the day of his anger. 
Theſe Words, after what we have alrea- 
dy obſerv'd, need no Comment, as they 
ikewiſe need no Confirmation, being 
the publick Atteſtations of Euszz1us, the 
principal Church-Hiſtorian, whom all 
the ſubſequent Writers were oblig'd to 
follow, in the Accounts they have tranſ- 
mitted about the 3 of Chriſtianity. 
How unlike is all this to the Goſpel of 
Jzsus? how unlike unto the Practice of 
the Apoſtles ? how inconſiſtent even with 
Heathen Morality 2 Yet as ſome other 
Corruptions crept in very early, ſo by 
more Inſtances, beſides thoſe of ZEBEn EES 
Children and Biſhop DiorRxREDHESs, we 
lind this bitter Root of Ambition, this 
execrable Deſire of Rule, was not behind 
hand with any other Vice, to deflour the 
— Spouſe of CHxis r, to make her a Pro- 
ſtitute to every daring Adulterer, that by 
the help of her — > are and 
the Credit of ber Yirgia Tanoence, had 
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14 An Appeal to HoxesrT PropLe 
a defign to lord it over his Brethren. But 
the moſt glaring, I may ſay the moſt im- 


tee yg ACE. er 


pudent Inftance on Record in favour of 
the Sacerdotal Authority, is a Paſſage in a 
Book that was forg'd by the Prieſts (no 
doubt) in the beginning of the ſecond 
Century, as a thouſand Books were then 
forg'd on all hands to ſupport thoſe ſeve- 
ral Pretences that have no footing or 

countenance in the Bible. Tis the 15 a- 
ment of the 12 Patriarchs, where Jupar 
is made to ſpeak in theſe Words to his 
Children and all his Pofterity. 1d 
ande, my Sons, love ye Levi, that ye may 


continue, aud be not lifted lip above him, 


kef+ ye perifh. | For the Lord gave unto me 


[ 


the Kjuafhip, but to him the Prieſthood, and 


be wade the Kjugſhip ſubjeft to the Prieft- 
| boad. To me he Lale tbe things on Earth, 


- 


and to him the things in Heaven. As high 
as Heaven is above the Earth, ſo high 1 


the Prieſthood of God ahove the Kingſhip 


that is an Earth. IdNATTus wrote after 


this Copy,and we may fairly reckon it the 
Qriginal of all the high Flights and holy 
Rants we meet in the ſubſequent Fathers 
concerning Epiſcopal Authority; eſpeci- 
ally, if, with Mr. DopwerLr, we aſcribe 
this doughty Piece to the firſt Century. 
Well then: what now will become, my 


Friends, of the Regal Supremacy? Why, 
| as 
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as is the Book, ſo is the Doctrine thereof, 
an Impoſture: and therefore next let us 
conſider whether Matters were mended 
after the Converſion of CoNSsTANTI NE. 
They did, on the contrary, grow infi- 
nitely worſe, as we ſhall further ſhow 
ou hereafter. He was himſelf one of the 
notoriouſeſt Turncoats in the World, half 
Heathen, half Chriſtian ; ſometimes Or- 
thodox, ſometimes Heterodox : and as 
he was the firſt Chriſtian Emperor, ſo he. 
was the firſt Chriſtian Perſecutor, if not 
the firſt of all Perſecutors for Metaphyſi- 
cal Speculations. Tis confeſs'd on all 
hands that Emulation was the real Mo- 
tive of that fatal Diſpute between AL Ex- 
| ANDER and Akius, which has been the 
Source of ſo many tragical Revolutions; 
ſo that Orthodoxy and Hereſy at this 
time proceeded from the like Cauſes with 
thoſe of the older Diviſions, Seas, and 
Hereſies. Not to trouble you or my ſelf 
about either CONsTANTINE the Younger, 
or ConsTaxs, their Brother CoxsTAx- 
Tius became a preater Perſecutor than 
his Father, and both became ſuch at the 
inſtigation of the wicked, but not of the 
honeſt Prieſts. Nay, as Intereſts hap- 
pen'd to vary, both Parties were by the 
very ſame Princes perſecuted in their 
turns: whereas all Perſecution is moſt 
evi- 
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evidently forbid by the Spirit, as well as | 
by the Words of the — 45 Thus, next 
is A 


after Ixsus CHRIST and poſtles, the 
eldeſt Fathers of the Church are the moſt 
declar'd Advocates for Toleration ; and 
indeed their Apologies are not ſo much a 
Proof or Defence of the Chriſtian Doc- 
trines, as they are Reaſons for a Liberty 
to make open Profeſſion of a Religion ſo 
innocent and ſociable. Even the Empe- 
ror JuriAN, tho he unhappily apoſta- 
tiʒ d from Chriſtianity, (if ever he was 
a Chriſtian ) yet being an excellent 
Philoſopher, was no Perſecutor, but a 
declar'd Advocate for Toleration : ſo 
great is the Prevalence of Truth over 
candid Minds! And without doubt the 
Compulſion and Barbarities exercis*d by 
the Chriſtians of his Time, were as great 
a Cauſe of his ſuppos'd Apoſtacy, as their 
Ignorance and Superſtition; ſince a Perſon 
of his Genius and Education could ſcarce 
have fallen from pure and undegenerate 
Chriſtianity. For, beſides that this Prince 
was inferior to no Commander in Mili- 
tary Skill and Courage, he likewiſe de- 
ſerves the further Character which is gi- 
ven of him, that he was ſeverely virtuous, 
profoundly ſpeculative, admirably learned 


and eloquent, firm and poſitive in the 


Belief of @ Deity and a futyre Life. Con- 
38 cerning 


rr 5 8, of Of | 0 DT "OD. OT CO 


Magiſtrate. Thus they got it believ'd, - 
that the Water of Baptif 
W 


againſt Wrox ParesTs: 17 
cerning his Apoſtacy you may ſee Some 


Seaſonable Remarks upon the deplorable 


Fall of the Emperor Jul iAx, printed 1687, 


from which I have quoted this Paſſage ; 


and I ſhall dwell the longer upon this Sub- 
ject, becauſe the wicked Prieſts did ma- 
nifeſtly occaſion that Emperor's Apoſtacy. 
But, if a Man may venture to fay it, 


from Chriſtianity it was not, but only 


from the Name of it, that JuLian re- 
volted. The holy Religion of IEsus was 
by that time, as we have already hinted, 
metamorphos'd into Faction, Superſti- 
tion, Hypocriſy, and a mere worldly Po- 
licy. The Princes that firſt gave it coun- 


tenance were ambitious, diſſolute, and 


bloody; bloody in the Perſons of their 

neareſt Relations, their Wives and their 
Children, prodigal of the Blood and Pro- 
perty of their Subjects: and, as all the 
World follow the Example of the Court, 


ſo no Times were more wicked or vici- 


ous; yet the moſt enormous Crimes 
were too eaſily remitted on performing 
the external Formalities of Penance, with 
little regard to internal Regeneration, 
beſt evidenc'd in Amendment of Life. 
But the Clergy . were more concern'd to 
ſee themſelves obey*d than God or the 


m did wholly 
waſh 
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waſh away all the preceding Sins of a 
Man's Life; on which account ſuch 
wicked Perſons as CoNsTANTINE, tho 
pretending to the Name of Chriſtian, yet 
deferr'd Baptiſm till toward their latter 
End: and this again is defended in other 
better Men, ſuch as GREGORY NA ZIAN- 
ZEN, becauſe they thought all Sins com- 
mitted after Baptiſm were irremiſſible. 
The whole Face of Religion wasdeform'd 
with a Multitude of Ceremonies, moſt 
of 'em borrow'd from the impure Myſte- 
ries of the Heathens ; and the Worſhip of 
God was neglected, if not exchang'd, for 
the abject and unmanly Veneration of 
dead Mens Bones, Hair, or Sweat, with 
other Excrements and Ordures, under the 
Name of holy Reliques : nor was it un- 
known that many. of thoſe dy*d rather 
for their flagitious Crimes, than for the 
Truth of their Religion; but they ſerv'd 
to augment the Number of the Martyrs, 
and the Revenue of the Prieſts. One of 
33 Penetration cou'd not therefore 
but be infinitely ſcandaliz d at tlieſe Prac- 
tices; yet they were neither tlie only, nor 
the chief Cauſe of his Fall. The Biſhops 
of that time were moſt of *em of all Men 
the moſt factious, proud, and inſolent, 
as undeniably appears from the ſacred 
Writers, I mean from the Hiſtories 
* written 


2 71 "Ss IT ow jd On 


againſt Wicked PRIESTS. 19 
written by honeſt Prieſts. They were 
perpetually engag'd in the moſt worldly 
Quarrels imaginable, defaming, and ſup- 
planting, and out-bribing their Compe- 
titors, while the zealous but ignorant 
Laymen were drawn in to murder and 
maſſacre one another inthe very Churches, 
without ever underſtanding the Merits of 
the Cauſe. Their Forwardneſs and Te- 
merity in excommunicating all their 
Opponents was intolerable, interdicting 
em all human Commerce, and devotin 
'em to the avenging Flames; while, 
not thus contented, they continually ſol- 
licited them to be proſerib'd and exter- 
minated by the Emperors, who, as I ob- 
ſerv'd to you before, ſometimes took part 


with the one, and ſometimes with the 


other, according as it beſt ſervd their 
own Purpoſes. This ſhews that the Art 
of governing by Prieſts, as well as by 
Parties, was then underſtood no leſs than 
in our Days. But whatever happen'd, 
care was taken there ſhould be no Le- 
nity, Indulgence, or Toleration ; which 
occaſion'd innumerable Slaughters, Con- 
fiſcations, Baniſhments, a total Depopu- 
lation of many fertil Regions and flouriſh- 
ing Cities. And all this moſt commonly 
on very frivolous Pretexts (for in reality 
they were hut Pretexts to cover Revenge 

| eo or 


. 
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or Ambition) as the Obſervation of cer- 
tain Holy-days, Metaphyſical Diſtincti- 
ons, beggarly Ceremonies, barbarous 
unſcriptural Terms, unuſual or ſuſpected 
Phraſes, and ſometimes for no more than 
reading Books. (whether Heathen or 
Cliriſtian) the others did not approve, 
as the Works of PLaTo or OxiGeN, or 
any other Authors in their account un- 
ſanctify'd. The Watch-word to fall on 
Vas Hereticks or Schiſmaticks, unſound in 
the Faithz" or Corrupters of Chriſtianity : 
ſo that very often the politick Fetches, 
the female Revenges, the Intrigues of 
the Court, were enacted into Articles of 
Faith. Of all theſe things Jurian was 
an Eye-Witneſs in the Reign of his Uncle 
ConsTANTIius. Obſerving therefore 
their daily and contrary Creeds, yet all 
back'd with dire A and that 
they did not only place Religion in the 
Obſervance of their Rites, and the ſpeaking 
of their Cant, to the utter Neglect of a 


my Life; but that like iſe they extolPd 
to Heaven the moſt ignorant, ſeditious, 
or profligate Sycophants who fa vour'd 
them, While they depreſt to Hell the 
moſt candid, peaceable, virtuous, and 
learned Men, Who were. either above 
their Envy, or Oppoſers of their Tyran- 
ny : obſerving this, what Fleſh (ſays the 

| _  forefaid 
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foreſaid Author of JuL1ANn's Fall) cord 
bear to hear the Murtherers of one s Father, 
Uncle, two Brothers, and ſix Couſin-Ger- 
mans, harangu'd to Heaven in Pu. pou 2 
very holy and good Men, becauſe abſolb d 
by their own Friends the Prieſts. I hope; 
Sirs, that I have not dwelt too long on 
W this Subject, ſince I cou'd not ſhew you 
too much the Miſchiefs of Compulſion 
Wand Creed-making ; or that Perſecuting 
Men for Matters of Opinion and Indiffe- 
rence, and making religious Teſts to ſerve 
worldly Ends, are as ſtrong Motives to 
ruinany Church in the Minds of confider- 
ing People, as the Errors or Superſtitions 
Jof the fame can poſſibly be; nay and 
much greater, becauſe the one may be 
born with, and that human Nature will 
ſhake off the other- on the firſt opportu- 
nity. But tho Jutian embrac'd Hea- 
W theniſm (not as leſs ſuperſtitious, but as 
more compatible with Civil Government 
than the Chriſtianity of his Time) yet 
Jhe was eſtabliſhing an univerſal Liberty 
for all Men, that would be otherwiſe 
good Subjects to believe and worſhip ac- 
WT cording to the Light and Conviction of 
their Conſciences. He endeavour'd to 
reconcile the contending Parties of Chri- 
ſtians, and fee if Toleration cou'd make 
em quiet, wherein he was mightily miſ- 
| taken: 
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taken: for, as AMMianus MARCELLI' 
 Nus remarks in the 5% Chapter of his 
22d Book, he found by + "agony that no 


wild Beaſts are ſo deſtruftive to Men, as 


moſt of the Chriſtians are cruel towards one 
anther. No, Gentlemen; Toleration was 
not for the purpoſe of the wicked Prieſts, 
nor of the wicked Men, however paſſio- 
nately deſir'd by thoſe of the contrary 
Character: neither was it at firſt for any 
Perſecution againſt themſelves, but for 
barely tolerating the Heathens, that they 


made ſuch Invectives againſt JuL1AN, to 


whom they were far from yielding that 
unlimited Paſſive Obedience or Non- 
reſiſtance, which has been ſince preach'd 
and alike praQtis'd by the Court-Paraſites, 


their Succeſſors. ; It was not for denying, 


but for granting\Toleration (tho accord- 
ing to Law) that they ſcurrilouſly revil'd 
him alive, that they pray'd ſo often for 


his Death, and that they publicly thank'd F 


God for it, tho in a probability they 
were themſelves his Murderers, as 8 o- 
CRATES and Z0Z0MEN do not obſcurely 
hint. Toleration did not ſerve the turn 
of thoſe who wou'd be content with no- 
thing leſs than domineering over all o- 
thers, who were for encreaſing their 
Church-Lands by the Spoils of the Hea- 
thens, and by the miſtaken Du of 

| | their 
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their own ignorant Diſciples, vho were 
enrag'd that their Hands were bound up 
from abuſing their Diſſenting Brethren, 
and who car'd little what any body be- 
liev'd,” provided they might exerciſe their 
former Tyranny in ſpight of the Laws, 
and that every body conform'd to their 


| Authority. In ſhort, they were mad to 

be tearing, and made 2 terrible Out- 
cry becauſe JuLian par'd their Nails; 

ie the Child who fill'd the Houſe. with 

f Cries, and ran complaining to his Father, 

chat the naughty Nurſe wou'd not let him 

WE ſcratch her. JuriAx however was but a 

tan, and as ſuch capable to have his Pa- 

q 

2 

7 

d 

Jy 

4 

Y 

2 


y 

n of an excellent Advice he gives theLaity, 
ot to intermeddle in the Quarrels of the 
0 WF Clergy, I ſhall here give you, the honeſt 
- People of Great Britain and Ireland, the 


other Piece I promis'd, being a Letter 
. | that 
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that Julian ſent from Antioch to the Ci- 
tizens of Boſtra, where there lately hap- 

n'd a Tumult on the Emperor's grant- 

No 2 Toleration to the Heathens of that 
Place: a flagrant Proof of Primitive Paſ- 
' ſive Obedience, ſince, as I ſaid, it was 
nat for perſecuting them, but for not ſuf- 
fering them to perſecute others, that the 
wicked Prieſts were his inveterate Ene- 
es. e 


JvrIAx to the Boſtrians. 


Thought verily the Galilean Prelates 
vu d have accounted themſelves more 
oblig*d by me, than they were by. my Prede- 


ceſſor; face in his Time many of them ſuf= 
Py Exile, Perſecution, 2 In — 
ment : nay large Corporations of thoſe, they 
Wi term Hereticks, were put to the Sword ; 
_._— inſomuch that at Samoſata, at Cyzicum, 
|  #z Paphlagonia, Bithynia, Galatia, and 

in many other Countries, whole Towns were 

laid level with the Ground. Now the 

TY quite contrary to all this has been in my 
time + for fac as were exild I calPd home, 


_ 
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and to fuch as had been proſcrib'd I reſtor'd 
their own entire. But to that pitch of beſtial 
Outrage and Madneſs are they arrivꝰd, that 

. ſince they may not ſtill play the Tyrants, 
nor, as Men above the Control of the Laws, 
. 5 "a Ver pe- 
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gp perpetrate what they were accuſtom'd to 
F do formerly, not only y 7 #5 t ar reue- 
4 rence the Gods, but hkewi/e againſt one 
© WY 220t her). they leave no Stone it irn d, and 


Inſurrections among the People ; practi- 
ſing neither Piety towards the Gods, nor 
Obedience to bur Laws, tho to them ſo 
gentle and humane: Nevertheleſs we will 
have none of em hal'd to our Altars: but 
contrariwiſe do hereby ſtraitly charge them, 
if any of em ſhall hereafter of his voluntary 
accord defire to join with us in our religious 
Rites, that he firſt offer expiatory Sacri- 


1 I Q 2 wth 


So far are we fi om being fond of their 
Communion, that it camot ſo much as 
once enter into our Thoughts, that any 
Perſons / impious as they, can be at all 
qualified to participate of our holy Sacri- 
fices, before he has purify'd his Mind by 
ſupplicating the Gods, and his Body by the 
uſual Purgations. To me- it is plain #hat 


= 3 - $ 


— WW % Bum ws 


and all becauſe they are reſtrain'd their 


4 Tyranny their own, they cannot be con- 
terted with Impunity for their paſt Crimes, 
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have the Impudence to raiſe Tumults and 


ice, and propitiate the averting "Deities. 


the PEOPLE, by the Seduction of theſe they 
call the CLE RKG, do raiſe theſe Stzrs ; 


former Exceſſes. For, having once enjoy d 


but till thirſt after their former Domi- - 
nation: and becauſe they may not 74% P 
cet Eras Joan. 
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unattempted; but, as the Saying is, they 


ſhall go about to preach them into Rebel- 


ut moſt peril, the rather give this Warn- 


quiet them, but that they were ungovern- 


155 had the face to inſert into his Defence: 
Th 


* — 
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the Judges, nor make People's Wills, and 
poſſeſs themſelves of other Mens Patrimo- 
zies, and ſo get all into their own Clutches, 
they leave no baſe nor unlawful Deſign 


ile Fire upon Fire, and are ſo daring as 
to add to their former Villanies freſh ones 
much greater, enraging the People to cre- 
ate Diſorders. Wherefore I thought fit 4 
this public Declaration to forewarn a 

the good PEOPLE, that they tumultuate 
not with their CLERGY, nor be per- 
ſuaded by them to take up, Stones, nor 
to oppaſe their Superiors. Let them af- 
ſemble with them as long as they ſhall 
think good, and fay with them what 


- 


Prayers they ſhall appoint. Bat if ther 
lion, let them grve ear to them at their 


ing to the good Citizens of -Boſtra, becauſe 
Biſhop TiTus and his CLExGyY, to Purge 
themſelves, have impeacht them; hing, 

Jp 


that they had indeed done their utmoſt to 


able. I have therefore ſpecify'd in this. 
my Declaration the Words which the of | 


o the Chriſtians, ſays he, were not 
inferior. to the Heathens in number, yet 
I did my beſt to appeaſe them. Theſe ave 

Wu | | Jour 
by 
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your Bau very Words of you. Mark, 

ay, how he imputes- your Quietneſs to 
inſet not to you. Tou are: reſtrain'd, if 
he ſays true, not by your own good Difpo- 
ſition, but by his Perſuaſions, Expel him 
therefore your City, as your common-eAccuts 
ſer. You, LAYMEN, live-in Peace with 
one another; and let none of yon att ei- 
ther Oppoſition to the Government, or In-. 
juſtice to yuur Neighbours. Neither do you 
ſibe ſeduc d People,) offer any Wrong to thoſe 

that lawfully and truly ſerve the Gods 
according to antient Cuſtom and Tradition: 
nor do you (the true Worſhippers of the - 
Gods) either moleſt the Families, or ravage 
the Goods of thoſe that 'are miſled rather 
by Ignorance than Deſign. Men ought to 


be brought over by Reaſon and Perſua- 


ſion, and not by ill Uſage, Blows, or 
Stri I again and again ſtrictly charge 
all ſuch as are Followers of true Piet), £ 
20 means to injure or affront the Galilean 
WW Laity : for ſuch as act erroneouſly in 
the greateſt Matters, are rather Objects 
of Commiſeration than Hatred. Now as 
Pi is really the beſtof Goods, ſo IuPIETx 

iat he worſt of Ills : and ſuch as relinquiſh the 
| r Gods nf Bones and 3 

dead Men, are ſufficiently. puniſht by the 
Exchange they make. N . — * 


nate Perſons involud in Calamit ies, as we 
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noble ſoever, how generous, how wile, 
or how juſt the Sentiments? What 
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. continually plotting againſt. his Life and 
Dignity ; and ſince his Death, are inſult- 


this, becapſe they might not then play the 


. 
_ * 2 2 


congratulate thoſe whim the Gods have 
deliver d. Dated from Antioch. . © 


Now TI dare anſwer for every one of 
you, my good and worthy Fellow-citt 
zens, that none of you can read this Let. 
ter without making a particular Applica- 
tion of ſeveral Paſſages in it to what has 
paſt within your own Memory and Know- 
ledge, And indeed it wou'd be no bet. 
ter than an old Story little meriting your 
Attention, were you not convinc'd by 
it, that the wicked Prieſts of our Time do 
perfectly reſemble the wicked Prieſts of 
Antiquity. What wou'd this Letter ſig- 
nity, how finely ſoever written? how 


wou'd all this, I ſay, ſignify to the great- 
er part of you, taken up with your daily 
and neceſſary Affairs? if you had not 
known "thoſe Clergymen in our Days, 
who were ſo ungrateful to their glorious | 
Deliverer from Popery and arbitrary 
Power, King WILLIAM, that when alive 
they refus'd him Allegiance, and were 


ing his Aſhes, vilifying his Memory, miſ- 
repreſenting his Adminiſtration; and all 


Tenn 
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Tyrants, becauſe they were reſtrain'd 
their former Exceſſes, uſe they thirſt: 
ed after their former Domination. Have 
not the ſame Men repreſented the Church 
to be in danger in her preſent Moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty's Reign, to them ſo be- 
nign and indulgent ? tho now they 
wou'd ſuggeſt, that there is no Safety to 
be expected for it but under her Reign, 
which is an Inſtance of their Affection to 
the Proteſtant Line in the Moſt Illuftri- 
ous Houſe of Hannover. I fay again, 
what - would JuL1Aan 's Letter ſignify, 
did we not know the very Clergymen, 
who are for making People's Wills, and 
poſſeſſing themſelves of other Mens Pa- 
trimonies? who are for repealing the re- 1 
maining Part of the Statute of Mort- main, 4 
and who by means of the Part already 
repeaPd, abuſe the Favour, and ſeduce 
not a few filly Creatures to give em 
their Eſtates ? who are loudly clamour- 
ing to have thoſe Lands reſtord to em, 
under pain of Sacrilege, which were gi- 
ven to others for ſuperſtitious Uſes, and 
for Ends which theſs very Men (if they 
are not groſs Hypocrites) think 1 
their Conſciences to practice, maintaining 
that tis Impoſture in ſuch as do practice 
them: I mean Prayers for the Dead, 

and redeeming Souls out of . 

oh by What 
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What wou'd JuriA Ns Letter ſignify 
Sirs A if we — — that were 

eachin he Independency of the 
Church — the State, that arraign the 
Royal Supremacy, that carry the Sacer, 
dotal Powers as high, and in ſome caſes 
- higher than the Papiſts themſelves ; for- 
getting the Goſpel of CHRIST, neglect- 
ing the Edification of their Flocks, and 
nauſeouſly beating the Pulpit with re- 
peated declamatory Panegyricks upon the 
Dignity and Pre- eminence of the Prieſt- 
hood. In ſome Churches we hear no o- 
ther Doctrine preach d. What yet wou'd 
the Letter ſignify, if none of our Clergy 
repin'd at the Toleration granted by Law 
to Proteſtant Diſſenters, and openly main- 
tain'd it to be unreaſonable and unwar. 
rantable? condemning all Comprehen- 
ſion and Coalition, than which there is 
nothing more reaſonable or deſirable ; 
monſtrouſly arraigning the Virtue of Mo- 
deration it ſelf; and repreſenting the ad- 

mitting of foreign Proteſtants to our 
_ Communion, as teaching our Articles the 
Confuſion of all Senſes, Nations, and Lan- 
guages, and filling the Houſe of God with 
Pagan Beaſts inſtead of Chriſtian Sacri- 
fices-: meaning by theſe laſt Wards, that 
the foreign Reform'd are no Chriſtians, 
for want of Epiſcopal- Ordination. Fi- 


nally, 


7 
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nally, what wou'd the reading of this 
Letter ſignify ? if there were none of our 
Clergymen who had the Impudence to 
raiſe Tumults and Inſurrections among 
the People, enraging them with ſeditious 
Harangues to create Diſorders, and im- 
piouſly preaching em into Rebellion: 
while you, good People, ſhou'd live in 
WPcace one with another, neither oppo- 
ing the Government, nor injuring your 
Neighbours, but minding each his own 
Affairs, and all the publick Good. The a 
particular Application of this incompa« - . 
rable Letter (that we may not yet leave 2.2 
it) is ſo eaſily made to the Spirit which = 
bas of late appear'd among ſome of our * 
ſelves in the South part of Britain, and <4 
to thoſe eſpecially who wou'd introduce 7 
Paſſive Obedience by Tumults, and ſettle 2 
Non-reſiftance - by Rebellion; that as i CY 
much miſtaken and miſled as ſome of the 
inferior ſort have appear'd to be for a 
certain Time paſt in this reſpect, yet 1 
have ſtill ſo good an Opinion of their Un- 
derſtanding, that it would be an Affront 
to be more particular with the meaneft 
of them. And I dare build upon it; that 
none, even of the worſt ſort, can read 
cover Juriay's Letter without thinking of 
ſome Parallel to every Line of it; eſpe- 
cially fince the Tims that a certain Archi- 
biſnop 
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and to alter the Conſtitution, to the Time 


ſtanding are the wicked Prieſts, againſt 


whom by their Fruits you may eaſily di- 


ſtill go on to preach the ſlaviſh Doctrine 
of Paſſi ve Obedience, and unlimited Non- 
reſiſtance, tho the Senſe of the Commons 
and the Judgment of the Lords in the moſt 


mitted to all Poſterity. Tis true, that 
the Doctor (whom the Commons juſtly 


High Crimes and Miſdemeanors charg'd 
upon him in the Articles of Impeachment, 


demn'd the Juſtice of the Revolution, 
calPd the Queen's Title in queſtion, made 
charg'd her Miniſters with Treachery, 


treated. the Reſolutions of Parliament 
with Contempt, aſperſt the Governours 


* py 
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biſhop begun to deform the Reformation, 
that a certain Doctor did by preaching 
and rioting endeavour the utter Subver- 
ſion of both. So incorrigible notwith- 
whom 1 make this Appeal to you, and 
ſtinguiſh'from the honeſt Prieſts ; that in 


defiance of Authority, and in oontradicti- 
on to their own avow'd Principles, they 


ſolemn manner, . ſtand fully on the Re. 
cords of Parliament, and will be tranf 


ſtil'd an Incendiary) was found guilty of 


which were in ſubſtance ; that he con- 
traduc'd the Fame of King WILLIAM, 
her Adminiſtration odious to the People, 


undermin'd the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 


of 


7 


\ 
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pf the Church, and her Majeſty as Su- 
preme, expos'd the Toleration as wicked, 
created Jealouſies among the People, and 
excited them to Sedition and Rellellion. 
That he was found guilty, I ſay, of theſe 
Crimes is true, and - that he 2 under 
a three Years Sentence for the ſame late- 
ly expir'd. But one Good which I ex- 
pected from his Tryal, one Order out of 
the Confuſion he occaſion*d, was. this; 
that, in imitation of all wiſe States, 1t 
wou'd have been then provided by Law, 
that Clergy- men ſhow'd not (under the 
Penalty of Incapacity during Life} meddle 
with the Civil Government in their Pul- 
pits, nor pretend to decide Queſtions in 
Politicks, but leave the Civil Magiſtrate 
to his own Province, on which they 
W {hou'd never be ſuffer'd to entrench. The 
preſent Archbiſhop of Tork, whom none 
of you, good People, will deny to be an 
honeſt Prieſt; has ſtated this Matter in - 
the cleareſt Light, in his Sermon preach'd 
before the Lords on the 30th of Januar), 
1700. If indeed a Preacher, ſays this 
worthy Prelate, ſhou d in the Pulpit pre- 


ame to. give his Judgment about the Ma- 
= agement of publick Affairs, or to lay down 


Doctrines as from CaxisT about the Forms 

and Models of Kingdoms and Commons 

wealths, or to adjuſt the Limits of the 
F a Prero- 
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Prerugative of the Prince, or the Liber. 
ties of the Subject in our preſent Govern- 
ment: I ſay, if a Divine ſhowd meddle 
with ſuch Matters as theſe in his Sermons, 
I do not — how he can be 3 rom 
the juſt Cenſure of meddling with things 
tes de rn him. This is ended a 
practiſing in State Matters, and is uſurp- 
ing an Office that belongs to another Profeſ= 
fron, and to Men of another Character: 
and I ſhowd account it every whit as unde. 
cent in a Clergyman to take upon him to 
deal in theſe Points, as it word be for 
him to determine Titles of Land in the Pul- 
fit, which are in diſpute in Weſtminſter- 
1all. Thus * Grace: and our wiſe 
Neighbours the Hollanders are ſo jealous 
of Clergymen's intermeddling in Poli- 
ticks, that, tho the publick Prayer before 
Sermon be extemporary, yet whenever 
a Faſt or a Thankſgiving is appointed, 
there's a Form or rather Inſtructions ſent 
to the Miniſters for Whatever regards the 
publick Felicity or Calamity: ſo that 
they are not left at liberty to exerciſe 
their Rhetorick, or to wander from their 
Text; no more than by artificial Colours 
to heighten the good or ill State of Af 
fairs, nor yet by open Infolence or ſly In- 
ſinuations to abuſe their own Gover- 
nours (a thing not unfrequent among 
; | BE ; | us) 
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us) nor to declaim againſt other Prin- 
ces, againſt theirs or their on Mi- 
niſters. And indeed there's nothin 
truer from Experience, than the mo 
judicious. Sir WILLIAM TEMPLES 
Remark, That Religion may perhaps do 
more good elſewhere, but that it does 
beſs fart in Holland than any where 
in the World, And pray why ſo, my 
Friends? For this ſingle Reaſon, you 
may aſſure your ſelves, becauſe the Cler- 
gy are kept there to their own Buſineſs: 
for as to State-Affairs, they only enforce 
Obedience to the Conſtitution, without 
medling with its Original, or that of any 
other Government. They preach Obe- 
dience to that Conſtitution, I ſay, which 
their Progenitors reſtor'd in part, and in 
part new fram'd, by the glorious Reſiſt- 
ance they made againſt an inexorable Ty- 
rant in defence of their Lives, and to 
prevent a total Subverſion of their Liber- 
ties. Nor are we ever to expect any ſo- 
lid Peace or Union among us in theſe o- 
ther wiſe happy Iſlands, till Matters are 
brought to this Temper, till ſome ſuch 
ſalutary Regulation is duly made, either 
by her Majeſty in conſequence of her un- 
doubted Supremacy, or by the moſt ſo- 
lemn Act of the whole Legiſlature. In ſuch. 
a caſe, and provided the Sanction be im- 
| . partial 
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partial (without which it cannot be juſt 
nor effectual) I dare anſwer for all the 
honeſt Prieſts in the three Kingdoms, 
that they will readily, nay joyfully ac- 
quieſce in the ſame ; whereas the wicked 
Prieſts will be ſure to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves by their Murmurs or Diſobedience. 
The good Church- men wou'd as little ſet 
up a HoADLY as a SACHEVERELL : for 
they preach Politicks with the ſame Re- 
luctance that good Patriots, how much 
ſoever they abhor Bribes and Corrup- 
tion, ſpend their Money at Elections, to 
prevent the Conſtitution from being 
made the Merchandize of wicked Men, 
and to ſave their own lawful Property 
by irregular Means (juſtify'd only by 
the Rules of utmoſt Neceſſity and Self- 
preſervation) till fome ſuch Law is hap- 
pily enaQted, as will effectually ſecure 
the Freedom of Elections. I do now 
further apppeal to you, the honeſt People 
of Great Britain and Treland, on account 
of the three famous Points you have late- 
ly heard moſt eagerly. preach'd up by _ 
ſome Proteſtant Jeſuits. Firſt, Il mean 
thoſe who ſa weily ſtrike at the Queens 
. Supremacy, by aſſerting the Independen- 
cy of the Church upon the State, calling 
their own Decrees thundering Anathe- 
mas, Sentences ratify'd in Heaven, and 
g „ 2 ö which 
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which they defy any Power on Earth to 
reverſe. Secondly, I mean thoſe who 
ppenly endeavour to make the comme- 
orative Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
paſs for a proper Sacrifice, which 1s the 
ery Eſſence of the Maſs, and directly 
ontrary to the Genius of Chriſtianity : 
Way, they have ventur'd of late to call 
W in expreſs Words, the real Preſence. 
hirdly, I mean thoſe, who boldly preſs 
e indiſpenſable Duty of private and' 
articular Confeſſion to a Prieſt, in order 
d introduce the Neceſſity of his judicial, 
y, his lucrative Abſolution ; and who 
y other means more covert and dif- 
is'd, labour at reconciling ours with 
We Church of Rome, or rather to make 
e Ei. Church as pompous, ſuperſti- - 
dus, and tyrannical as the Papal: the 
timate End of certain Preachers for 
iſhopricks, being nothing elſe but ad- 
ncing the Pride and Power of Prieſts, 
reſtoring the antient PatriarchaFAu- 
ority in an Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
cording to their own Hearts. To theſe 
ree Doctrines they have more lately 
ded (for the Scheme is to be advanc'd 
degrees) the Neceſſity of Prayers for 
e Dead, and extream Un&ion, in a 
ok recommended by their Prefacer Ge- 
ral Dr. Hicxks, Where the real Pre- 
| | | 5 12 ſence 
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ſence is roundly aſſerted. There was, a 
Time when Popery was no higher ad- 
vanc'd than theſe five Doctrines, which 

are ſtill the main Pillars, ſupporting that 
ſtupendous Fabrick of Superſtition and 
Tyranny. This muſt needs be wel 
known to all that are rightly inſtru&ed 
in the Principles of their Religion. No 
do I confine Popery to the Roman Church 
only, ſince there may very well be ſuc 
a thing, tho God be thanked it is not ye: 
as Proteſtant Popery : for Popery in real 
ty is nothing elſe, but the Clergyꝰs aſſumin 
@ Right to think for the Laity, from hid 
not only follows the leading or driving. 
em at their pleaſure, but every thin 
imaginable the Prieſts ſhall find cond 
cing to their peculiar Profit or Authori 

_ Exgliſh Catholick ſhocks common Sen 
as much as Roman Catholick : and ye 
you know there are thoſe among us pn 
tending to be Proteſtant Prieſts, H 
not content to unchurch the Diſſenters M 
home on account of their Separation, il 
abſolutely unchriſten all the foreign RY 
form'd Churches that have no Biſhop 
without which, ſay theſe Men, there calf 
be no Baptiſm, no Lord's Supper, an 

Where there are no Sacraments, the 

can be no Effects of them. This is 
Strain to which the Church of Ro 0 


apainſt Wrecked PRrEsrs. 39 
er never mounted, nor did ſhe ever re- 
baptize any Convert from Calviniſm. 
But this Doctrine is indeed ſo viſibly ah. 
ſurd in its Nature, and ſo —_— 
ricked in its Conſequences, that I hope 
it will not be needful for any body to uſe 

many Arguments to preſerve the People 
rom its Contagion ; beſides that all- the 
Woneſt Prieſts do ſeriouſly abhor it, and 
ow conducive ſoever they think Epiſ- 
opacy to the good Government of the 
hurch, yet they are far from making 
t abſolutely eſſential to Chriſtianity or 

alvation. But this, inſtead of the true 
Reaſons of the thing, is one of the fine 
Expedients found out by ſome ſagacious 
Nen to fright the World into Epiſcopacy, 
Ws was their putting the Canon of the 
cripture upon no better Evidence than 
Oral Tradition, and the Authority of the 
Fathers. This puts me in mind of a 
ecter from Dr. Do xxx to Sir H. G. 
wherein he has this Paſſage. The Di- 
vines of theſe Times, ſays he, are mere Ad- 
ocgtes, as tho Religion were a temporal In- 
" crit ance. They plead for it with all Sophi- 
8 ications, and Illnfions, and Forgeries. And 


x 4 herein are they lkeſt eAdvocates, that, tho 
SG a pe iy th way with Dignities and 
other Recompences, yet that for which they 
Pad i none of theirs. They write for 

_ | Religion 
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OP pr = it. age? next, Sirs, 1 
a to the Experience of every one of 
No” bother all the Prieſts 0 4 diſtin» 
guiſh themſelves by the foremention'd 
Doctrines, are not avow'd Enemies to 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of 
Hanover, which is certainly no wonder, 
conſidering they dare advance ſuch Pro- 
jects in favour of Popery. Some of thoſe 
- Prieſts are Nonjurors, which however: 
| ſhows ſome Principle; and the others, 
having quieted their Conſciences by cer- 

tain worthy Diſtinctions, act in dail 
oppoſition to their Oaths and the Conſti- 
tution, preaching up their equivocal Cant 
of indefeazable hereditary Right, and 
creating as much as in them lies an Aver- 
ſion in the Subject to all Foreigners, than 
which there needs not a better Explana- 
tion of their Meaning. Thus it was, that 
they us'd formerly to damn all the Dutch, 
when they durſt not expreſly curſe King 
WILLIAM, and that now they cannot 
bear the Sound of the Word Guarantee, 
But they are conſiſtent however with 
| themſelves, for tis becauſe they know 
thoſe of the Hanoverian Family to be 
thorough-pac'd Proteſtants, not tainted 
in the leaſt with their motly Schemes or 
Projects of a Reunion, that they are fo 
. violently ſet againft them. But here 


\ 
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again are they outnumber'd, at leaſt far 
outweightd, by the honeſt Prieſts, who 
love their Country as they love their 
God, and are ſtudious to tranſmit Liber- 
ty, no leſs than Religion, pure and undes 
fd to Poſterity. The Manners of theſe 
wicked Prieſts are ſo well known to you, 
who are under a Neceſſity of daily con- 
verſing with them, that I need fay but 
little on that Head, and I heartily wiſh 
I cow'd fay nothing at all. I ſhall uſe 
the Expreſſions of a Hiſtory not yet pub- 
liſh'd, tho the Author be {ill living, and 
a Dignitary of the, Church, a Perſon of 
uncommon , Learning, Experience, and 
Candor. Speaking of ſome Books that 
came out againſt the Church of Exgland 
in King CHARLES the Second's time, 
which very much alarm'd the Biſhops an 
the reſt of the Clergy ; This, ſays lie, pro- 
duc d at laſt that Hate and Rage, into 
which the Clergy has run ſo far, that it is 
like to end very fatally. They on their part 


ſhowd have ſhow'd more Temper, and more 


of the Spirit of the Goſpel : whereas for 
the greateſt part they are the worſt-natur'd; 
the fierceſt, the indiſcreeteſt, and moſt per- 
ſecut ing ſort of People that are in the Na- 
tion. There is a ſort of 'em do ſo aſpire to 
Preferment, that there is nothing ſo mean 
and indecent they will not do to compaſs it: 
and when they have got into Preferments; 

ie G | they 
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they take no care neithor of themſelves, nar 
their Flocks committed to their charge, 
ut do generally wy & their Parifhes. N 
they are rich enough, they-hire ſome pitiful 
Carate at as low a Price as they can, and 
turn all over on him; or if their Income will 
rot bare ont that, they perform the public 
Offices in the ſlighteſt manner they can, but 
take no care of their People in the way 
private Inſtruftion or eAdmonition : and 
&o nothing to juſtify the Characters of Pa. 
| ftors or Watchmen, that feed the Souls 
their People or watch over them. Ad 
they allow themſelves in many indecent Li. 
berties of going to Taverns aud Alehouſes, 
and of railing 1 againſt all t hat 
differ from them : and they cheriſh the Py. 
phaneſs of their People, if they but come 
to Church, and rail with them againſt the 
Diſſenters, and are e er on the 
Ruin of all that ſeparate from them, if the 
Corſe of their Lives were otherwiſe ever 
fo 92 you e 1 m- 
#y of them are a R 5 to Chriftianity, 
aud to their Prifelfier: and are ond, Ae 
haps, one of the moſt 3 of Men 
in the Nation. So far the Biſhop : tho 
ſince the writing of this Paragraph, as 
well by the Chriſtian Care of their late 
Majeſties, as alſo of the late A Op” 
FTiLLOTS ON, the Matter is remarkably 
mended ; eſpecially among the — 
f We tnan 


chan whom chere is not for the moſt part 


2 more pious, learned, EN and 
exemplar y Set of Men in the World, true 
Champions of Liberty and the Reforma- 
tion. But a the wicked Prieſts I 
have been all along deſcribing, you find, 
good People, to your ſorrow the Caſe is 
quite otherwiſe. Not to inſiſt on the 
Rudeneſs and Inſolence of their Conver. 
ſation, particularly towards thoſe of ano- 
cher (pinion, or their Inferiors, tho to- 
wards their Superiors ſervilely fa wning; 
they are ſo immoderately ſcurrilous and 
unfair in their Writings, that without 
ſetting of any Names they are preſently - 
known to be theirs. This was written, 
cries the Reader, by ſame high-flown 
Parſon; a Lay-man cou'd never write 
thus, fays another. How far the Faſhion 
of our Country may juſtify their haunt- 
ing of Taverns and Coftee-houſes (a thin 

highly ſcandalous among the Reforms 

abroad) I ſhall not take ypon me to de- 
termine : but, tho they may think me 
their ng Tor rolling "om the truth, 1 
heartily with that neither Swearing, nor 
Drunkennefs, nor Lewdneſs, nor any o- 
ther intemperate Doings, cou'd, be juſtiy 
laid to the charge of any of em, to the 
no ſmall Contempt of themſelves, and Of- 
ſence of their Hearers, that I may ſay 
nothing of the infectious Example. But 
ng 45 G 2 above 
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44 An Appeal to HonesT PrzorLy 
above all it were to be wiſh'd, that no 
ſeditious or unſeemly Speeches were us'd 


at what they call the Parſons Clubs, that 


no abominable Invectives were heard 
there againſt their very Adverſaries, that 
quaffing of Healths were not the uſual 
Method to expreſs their Loyalty, their 
Party or tlieir Reſpect; and leaſt of all 
others the Church's Health, which, give 
me leave to fay it, is one of the moſt ri- 
diculous, as well as one of the profaneſt 
things in the World. Beſides the Levity 
of the Matter, and thoſe other improper 
Circumſtances that ordinarily attend 
the drinking of all Healths, it is neither 
more nor leſs in effect, than, as among 
the igngrant Swediſh Boors, drinking a 
Health to God himſelf, who is the Head 
of his Church. No ſuch thing is ever 
heard in the other Reform'd Churches: 
but T am ſure the wicked Prieſts con- 
cern'd in this Caſe, will not thank me 
for alledging the Example of thoſe” Chur- 
ches in any Caſe, Now if ſuch Practices 
be ſo odious in private Cabals, how much. 
more ſo at publick Meetings? and I ap- 

eal to you all, whether at Elections fot 
Members of Parliament (for inſtance) 
ſome Clergymen be not more buſtling, 
riotous, 2 — tumultuous, than any other 
fort of People? whether likewiſe many 
of thoſe, who ſhou'd be Preachers of 
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azainft Wicked Prins, 
Peace are not the common Makebates of 
the whole Country? creating Schiſms 
between Landlords and Tenants, between 
themſelves and their Pariſhioners, be- 
tween Neighbours of all Ranks and De- 
nominations ? and whether ſuch Diſtur- 
bances have not þeen rais'd in Families, 


partly from the original Itch of go- 


verning every body, partly from cer- 
tain Indecencies not fit to be nam' d, 
that the keeping of domeſtick Chap- 
lains is grown almoſt quite out of fi 

ſhion. But in this laſt. Particular the 
Harm cannot be great, except the Ma- 
ſter of the Family be too reſty or too rich 
to ſay his own Prayers, or bleſs his own 
Table; that I may uſe the Words of a ce- 
lebrated Author. I might further appeal 
to your Knowledge concerning the Simo- 
niacal Practices of the wicked Prieſts, 
their ſcandalous and illegal Methods of 
obtaining thoſe Preferments they ſo little 
deſerve. Hiſtory wou'd bluſh to ſhew 
how as are guilty of the meaneſt Arts 
of Fraud and Flattery, One of the leaft 
Evils ariſing from hence is, that they be- 
come the ſervile Tools of Stateſmen, with 
whoſe Vices they ordinarily comply, at 
leaſt ſeldom or never reprove them. And 
if this be the caſe with relation to Lay- 


patrons or ſubordinate Miniſters, Ws, 
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a6 An Appeal u Horns Prorrx 
think you, will they not do to render 
propitidus the Diſpoſers of Biſhopricks ? 
on which occaſion I muſt obſerve, that 
I never heard of the Man who preach'd 
aga inſt Adultery before K. CHARLEks the 
Second. But conniving at Drunkenneſs, 
Swearing, Gaming, or ſuch like Im- 
moralities (tho heinous in the ſight of 
God and Men) are but Peccadillos in 
compariſon of the court they pay to arbi. 
trary Princes, in as much as the Effects 
of 5 extend to the whole Commu- 
nity, involve all Poſterity, and tend to 
the Extirpation of Religion it ſelf. Yet 
how often and in how many Parts of the 
World, have the wicked Prieſts contri- 
buted vo enſlave their Country, by preach- 
ing up the abſolute Power of the Prince 
over the Subjects, that in return he may 
become their Subject. And you may take 
it for granted, Sirs, that no Preſages of 
Weather obſerv'd either by Philoſophers, 
Husbandmen, or Sa ilers, are half fo cer- 
tain, as that ſome'Miſchief is a brewing 
againft the publick Peace, or Liberty, or 
Religion, when the Prieſts are ſoothing 
ehe Prince at the-expence of the People's 
Privileges. The more than uſual preach- 
ing up of unlimited Paſſive Obedience 
and Non-refiftance are at all times Omens 
of dire portent in theſe Kingdoms. EIS 
920 _ LAUD, 
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ux, PEACE, HEIL, Poexlixe rox, 
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SWTHORY, MANWARING, and the reſt, 
forgot the Goſpel of Ixsus for theſe Do- 
Arines in the Reign of King CHaniss 
the Firſt, it was not di to foreſee 
that a Storm was coming: And tis in- 
deed a moſt lamentable Thing to conſider, 
what prepoſterous Meafures they 
avid that unhappy Prince, of which 
ſhall only mention the War with Scotland, 
towards the ſupport of which they liberally 
contributed; and Dr. Pizzxcs 
of Bath and Melli, the more to encourage 
his Clergy to open their Purſes, - plaaly 
told them, That whatever Cauſe the King 
had expreft in his Declaration, the War was 
in Truth for them. On the other hand, 
a 2 ._ ſhows _— 15 8e r 
to ergy, may, if we'll jodge 
the experience ofall Times, be reaſonably 
ſuſpected to hatch ſome pernicious da- 
ſign againſt His SubyeQs,; or, that be, 
ing a very wicked Perſon, he wou'd 
thus gain em to make him paſs for 
a Saint by their Pulpit Oratory. Of 
the firſt Sort were CONSTANTINS 
Ivan. BasiLowtts, and Curtis hn 
* n 
and Smeden, who not very ago got 
the Liberties of their Subjats (enrcager's 
| into 
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into their Hands, did ſucceſsfully employ 
their Prieſts to procure this Abſolute Pows 
er, as they ſtill make uſe of em to main- 
tain it. Of the latter Sort (to name no 
others) was ConSTANTINE, who under 
the Notion of a Protector, was the great 
Corrupter of Chriſtianity. O, But he 
made ſolemn Orations in Commendation 
of the Biſhops, he order'd em Poſt-horſes 
and Coaches at the publick Charge, he 
Feaſted them, he preſented them, he 
wou'd not fit dowa without their leave, 
and profeſt that if with his own Eyes he 
ſhou'd fee a Biſhop lye with another 
Man's Wife, he wou'd not expoſe, but 
hide him with his Cloak. And why all 
this moſt profound deference? CoNn- 
STANTINE, to be fhort, was a revenge- 
ful, cruel, laſcivious, and covetous Per- 
ſon, profuſely expenſive, . and therefore 
intolerably exacting. He was the pers 
jur'd Murderer of his Brother in Law 
Licinius and his Nephew LI OI NIANus, 
he was the unnatural parricide of his Wife 
FausTA and his Son CRispus; nor is it a 
wonder that he conſulted Wizards and 
Fortune-tellers, when this hopeful Chri- 


ſtian wou'd become the Sovereign Pon- 


tiff of the Heathens. The Arian Contro- 
verſie (tho he receiv'd ' Baptiſm at his 
Death from an Arias Biſhop) he _ a 
rivo- 
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againſt WICkED PRIE STS. 49 
frivolous and fooliſh Queſtion, about 
which both Parties, may be in the right, 
and concerning which the Truth ought 
not to be told the People. But he careſsd 
the Prieſts, and therefore is a Saint, And 
now (my honeſt, underſtanding, and 
brave fellow- Subjects) give me leave, out 
of a moſt hearty reſpeck for our common 
Welfare, to offer you three ſerious Advi- 
ces. My firſt Advice therefore is, that 
you ſuffer not the Conduct of the wicked 
Prieſts by any means to prejudice you a- 
gainſt the honeſt Prieſts, who conſcienti- 
ouſly mind their own Buſineſs, preachin 
the Goſpel of Peace and Salvation inſtead 
of worldly Politicks, and duly admini- 
ſtring the Holy Ordinances of Chriſtiani- | 
ty, for the better performing of which 
they are ſeparated thereto from the noiſe, 
and hurry, and cares of the World: 
whereas, the wicked Prieſts are perpetu- 
ally hankering after Civil Juriſdiction 
and Employments, nay they wou'd to 
their Power engroſs all Offices, for which 
ſome of 'em are not aſham'd to miſcite 
the Authority of Pagans, Tho ſome- 
times they are infinitely more ignorant 
than their Hearers, yet they are ſuch Pa- 
negyriſts of their owa directive Power, 
even in Family Affairs, that they are on- 
iy ſecur'd from the deriſion of the Yulgar 
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40 An Appeal to HonesT PropLE. 
by their not reading ſuch fulſome ſtuff, 
But experience may ſufficiently convince 
you, that they are of all Men the worſt 
Politicians. And, not to go abroad for Ex- 
 amples, Queen Mary's Reign may ſerve 
for one inſtance of their Temper ; ſo may 
the High-Commiſſion Court in King 
CHARLEs the Firſt's Reign, at which time 
by their Informers, Vexations, and Cru- 
elties againſt all thoſe that wou'd not fall 
down before them, they depopulated ſe- 
veral parts of the Kingdom, forcing both 
Natives and Foreigners to fly for ſhelter 
and humanity to the wild heathen Idi 
ans, This mutinous and waſpiſhGeneration 
wou'd make fine Work, if they ihou'd 
get into their Hands again the power of 
Excommunicating at Pleaſure. I need 
not mention how King James the Second 
was Prieſt-ridden: but as we may re- 
member that they were the Doctrines of 
Paſhve-Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance 
which made the wicked Priefts 1n the be- 
ginning of that Reign contemptible and 
odious; ſo we need not wonder that the 
reviving of the ſame Doctrines at this 
Time ſhould loſe them rhe efteem of the 
WAN. - People, whereof they daily complain, and, 
4. they may thank themſelves, not without 
4:.Y very good grounds; tho we are told by a 
couple of thoſe Priefts, that to ſhow dif 


reſpet 


== - 
- 


==" FSA 


Py 


* = — on P , 0 5 N | — - — — 4 : \ 
— = 6 _ > p — - at ** 
N = — C q — — — — — 22 2 * = — * [ * L 2 — 
3 — — 2 = > — — 2 — 2 — 7 
rr — 8 — ES — — FEY - 
< = * = 2 - — — >. * — . 
Sai 3A . — , + - - — —. — * . = xx” 
— CC ee Ir In > oY ue = = == — : o_ — — ' . -\ 1 i _— ; 
- N 9 _ = = n » n_ 63 © 2. * 72 — * — — — 2 * * — 
= > 94" 4 m__ 2 — . * — ” - I * - | — g = 
. 5 n — * ” _— _—  - - — 9 * 3 BY = 
— 2 = — 18 2 — 7 — £ 3 89 ad — — — — - , - - 2 . l 7 — 8 
2 — © - : C2 — — — 2. 3X A 2 . — > — — 5 7 * _ — — m_ >a / 
"= - — mp - — nd o—_ —_ - — 1 — 3 pl - - << 
— — — - — — — T - > - _ 8 
— = —— — — 2 . 8 > : by * 22 = — . — - — 
- . = * — * _— — 1 * — ag — — : <7 — = —— - — * 
— ** * - 2 LC ²˙ . ct. — — — 2 5 — — — — — ” LIED — > — -7 
1 _— - — 3 * . < , 5 p — — — 
md — - — * * 5. . 1 oy Py —_ * 2 — — — — — 6 — 2 — 
— 18 4 4 - — - — - — = * — - —_ — — — Wi = _ A w _ 
— 2 . Ka a wk - — —— > - . 3 — 3 = 22 —— _—_ x — — > 2 2 1 | — 
2 — f . - * * — — — N — — 8 * — 2 — > — — — 
£ 1 — — — — 7 „ — , — 
N - > r - * , 
oo — * 
- - 


— — 


— — 


— = = S ; 
_ h 2.3 — »_ - HS on 
— - 5 X —_ . — « 
- a» - -o- "- - - . a * . 2 2 9 
2 1 > 1 LAS 
f . vo * ko - 7 & 
"7 * * — a — 1 9 
* — . * AY Sn - L . * 
. S - 
— — : 
— — 


— 


azainft WIR RD PRIESTS." 51 
reſpect to the Clergy, is a Notion more 
abſurd than Atheiſm. But neither this, 
nor any Thing of this Nature will ſerve 
to excuſe you, my Friends, ſhou'd you 
not diſtinguiſh aright, but confound the 
Innocent with the Guilty : .and the Rule 
is eaſie, for by their Words you may 
know them as well as by their Works. 
My ſecond Advice to you is, that by the 
Jeſuitical Equivocations and mental Re- 
ſervations of thoſe wicked Prieſts, you 
do not ſuffer your ſelves to be deluded 
out of your Intereſt and Concern for the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion in the moſt Illuſtri- 
ous Houſe of Hanover. One of their am- 
biguous Phraſes is Hereditary Right, which 
Dr, SACHEVER. ELL in his laſt Sermon has 
printed in Capital Letters, without deter- 
mining the Senſe of it. If he and his Fellows 
mean thereby (as we have reaſon to be- 
lieve they do) a Right antecedent to the 
Laws of the Land, and not to be by them 
interrupted, alter'd, or limitted, but ab- 
ſolutely unalienable; what is this, but to 
expoſe the Nation to certain Ruin and 
Slavery from Idiots, Madmen, Tyrants, 
Papiſts, or the Pretender? But Hereditary 
Right ſignifies likewiſe, ſuch a Right as 
is given by the Laws of the Land to a 
certain Family, and under certain Limi- 
tations, to ſecure themſelves from the in- 
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52 An Appeal to HonesT PzofIE 
convenience of frequent Elections, and the 
evil of Arbitrary Power, Now, ſince the 
one of theſe Hereditary Rights is indefea. 
fible, and leaves you at Mercy ; fince the 
other is meerly Legal, and affords you a 
Remedy: why do they not ſpeak plain, 
and tell us which it is they and their Dif- 
ciples do mean? for if the latter be not 
Her Majeſty's Hereditary Right, let them 
in God's Name tell us whoſe Heir She is. 
Let them not likewiſe play the Jeſuits a- 
bout the Phraſe of Divine Right, ſince none 
in theſe Nations of any Sort or Sect denies 
the Divine Right of Government, as well 
as of every other Inſtitution for the good 
of Mankind. But all thoſe who underſtand 
either Law or Goſpel, deny the Divine 
Right of any particular Form excluſively 
of the reſt ; ſo that the Doctor's looſe Ha-. 
rangue on this Subject is as little to the 
purpoſe, that is to ſay, as much wreſted 
againſt the Truth, as any Thing he has 
ever ſaid. Nor do the Subjects of any 
kind, as he intimates, look upon them- 
ſelves to be the Arbitrary Judges f the E- 
| quity of the Laws after their Eſtabliſhment, 
fo 4s to obey or diſobey them as they think fit, 
But they are for all this competent Judges 
not to act without or againſt the Laws, 
the Laws themſelves being their Directors, 
elſe they had been publiſh'd to no purpoſe; 
6: EF x - dc, bet and 
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| againſt Wierze Pareere, 53 
and for this Reaſon it is, that you are ever 
ready to ſpend your Lives and Fortunes 
in- their Defence. As for his bungling 
Sophiſtry and horrid Impiety in denying 


all Natural Right, I leave him in the fir 


place to his Superiour's Animadverſion, 
which Idoubt not in due Time will be once 
more his Lot; and, in the ſecond Place, 
doubt not but the honeſt Prieſts will 


look upon themſelves as more eſpecially 


oblig'd to anſwer the whole Sermon, that 
no inferences may be drawn from the 
ſame to the prejudice of the Church or 
Clergy: for at this rate even all our na- 
tural Faculties may be deny'd. My Third 
and laſt Advice, dear Countrey-men, 
is, that under pretence of teaching you 
Obedience, you ſuffer not your ſelves 
to be preacht into Rebellion by the 
wicked Prieſts: for their great Leger- 
demain lyes in this, that the unlimitted 
Pafſive-Obedience and Non- Reſiſtance 
which they enjoyn, are only due to thoſe 
who have the Divine Right, and conſe- 
quently to be deny'd thoſe whom they 
{hall pleaſe to look upon as Intruders or 
Uſurpers. Yet for all this Noiſe about 
Non- Reſiſtance (which ſome have calld 
Her Majeſty's irreſiſtible Authority) tis 
one of the moſt equivocal Words in the 
World, and yet they the moſt backward 

| | to 
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dience and Non - Reſiſtance to the Supreme 


54 An Appeal to Ho NESr PRO IE 
to determine the Senſe of it. The Autho- 
rity of our Princes cxercis'd according to 
Law, is, without all queſtion, ſacred and 
irreſiſtible; but exercis'd without or a- 
gainſt the Laws, it is moſt certainly Op- 
preſſion and Tyranny, in which caſe Re. 
filtance wou'd be no leſs lawful than ne- 
ceſſary: as if the Prince ſhou'd profeſs 
himſelf a Papiſt, keep up an Army againſt 
Law, levy Money without conſent of 
Parliament, neglect to call Parliaments at 
all, go about to perpetuate the Parliament 
he found for his Turn, or take upon him- 
{elf to alter the Succeſſion ; unleſs, with 
a certain Prelate at the Doctor's Tryal, 
we acknowledge theſe Things to be true, 
but yet keep em as grand Secrets from 
3 for whoſe benefit the Limita- 
tions were made, and who'll never fail to 
ſtand up in their Defence whenever due- 
ly call'd. The Doctor in this laſt un- 
learned, ill-digeſted, obſtreperous Decla- 
mation, declares all Reſiſtance whatſoever to 


the Supreme Power to be impious and illegal. 


So do all you, good People; and ſo do J. 
But we mean with that molt eminent 
Lawyer, his former Advocate, that the 
Sapreme Power in this Kzngdom is the Legi- 


ſlative Power; for which Reaſon he juſtly 


concluded, That az unlimitted Paſſive-Obe- 
Ex- | 
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Executive Power was 4 flaviſh Doctrine, 4 


ſlaviſb Notion. But the Doctor by the 


Supreme Authority means the Crown, as it 
undeniably follows from the only Proof 
he has given, that it is in all Caſes irre- 
ſiſtible ; namely, the A# of the 12th of 
CHARLEs the Second, which declares that 
neither the Peers nor Commons, neither 
the People collectively nor repreſenta- 
tively, have any coercive Power over the 
Perſons of the Kings of this Realm. 
What's this to. the Supreme Authority, if 
the Supreme Authority be not the Crown? 
But to go on, there is not that Proteſtant 
in England of any Sect, that looks upon 
himſelf freed from the Laws, that looks 
upon Government as 4 mere Antichriſtian 
Bondage, which a free People are not bound 


to ſubmit to, but may throw off at their 


Will and Pleaſure. This is, in his own 
Words, the principal Poſition againft 
whit he takes ſo much pains throughout 
his whole Sermon, tis the Man of Straw 
he ſets up to pull down. But let him 
name the Man of all the Men he hates, 
the Low-churchman, the Independent, 
the Anabaptiſt, the Quaker (for to his 
Sect of Free-thinkers we are perfect Stran- 
gers) that pleads for an Immunity or 
Exemprion from the Laws; or otherwiſe 


let him take to himfelf all the Names his 


foul 
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leave the Prince at liberty 


are the Men that unhinge wholſome 


Order and Government, that are the 


real Authors of Seditiòus and Rebellions; 


while we are 8 and true Men, and 


therefore ſubje 
we may be free from arbitrary 


to the Laws that 
Will. 


Thoſe wicked Prieſts, the Panders to all 


Impiety, are the Men that occaſion Tu- 
mults and Civil Wars, by reſolving eve- 


ry thing into the Prince as their Fountain, 


and as if he were antecedent to the very 
People. T hus our Doctor ſays, that all 
Right, Property, or Privileges, whether they 
conſiſt in Honour, Power, or Eſtate, are to 
be. conſider'd as Original Grants from the 
Cromn or Legiſlature ;, as if the Crown or 
Executive Power were a ſynonymous 
Term for the Legiſlature, which is down« 
right Turkiſh Tyranny, making the 


Prince to be both Proprietor of the Soil, 


and ſole Law-giver : or if the Doctor 
thinks the Crown to be one thing, and 
the Legiſlature another thing, whereof 
the Crown is not a part; what Imputa- 
tion does he. moſt deſerve, that of Diſin- 
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foul Crime deſerves, and eſpecially. that* 

of being the Accuſer of the Brethren, The 
Prieſts, who teach, thoſe DoQtrines whicty. * 
to break 
through all Laws Human and Divine, 
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be, as it is, en three of „ 

Legiſlature, why; ſuch an equiybcal Ex- , { + 8 

preſſion on this 'occaſion, as the Crom or 

Legiſlature 1 conclude therefore, 1 

ope it wou'd be needleſs for me, Sirs, 

o appeal more dannen to your Reads 

ng, than I have alfeady done, about . 
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t. AMBROSE and 8. Sager AS: + 
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gainſt the Emperors of German, the 
ings of England, or auser Princes; "of 
nce not only in the time of our Fathers] 
ut even in our own Time, there-haye +: 
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ape upon the Church, and that (with. 72 4 
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It naming the Underlings) we cou'd ſtil! 
arch any of our former Incendiaries, te 
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